Pennies from Heaven

PENNY IDIOMS:

be penny-wise and pound-foolish (old-fashioned)
to be extremely careful about small amounts of money and not careful enough about larger amounts of money. Saving a little bit of money on repairs can lead to long-term damage. You don't want to be penny-wise and pound-foolish, now do you? 

be ten/two a penny (British & Australian)

to be very common. TV cookery shows seem to be ten a penny these days. 

cost (someone) a pretty penny
to be very expensive. That diamond ring must have cost him a pretty penny. 

not have two pennies to rub together (British, American & Australian, American)
to be very poor. She's been out of work for months and doesn't have two pennies to rub together. 

In for a penny, (in for a pound). (British & Australian)
something that you say when you have decided to become very involved in an activity, and to put a lot of money or effort into it. I've put all my savings into this new venture. In for a penny, in for a pound. 

penny ante (American)
of little value or importance. He was proposing some penny ante increase in child-care that amounted to an extra ten dollars a week. We were burgled but they didn't take much - just penny ante stuff in the front office. 

the penny drops (British & Australian)
if you say the penny drops, you mean that you have finally understood something. It was only when I saw Ron's car outside Penny's house that the penny finally dropped and I realised they were having an affair. 

A penny for your thoughts.
something that you say in order to ask someone who is being very quiet what they are thinking about. 'A penny for your thoughts.' 'Oh, I was just thinking about how to tell him I'm leaving.' 

A penny saved is a penny earned.
something that you say which means it is wise to save money. I'd advise anyone to put aside a proportion of their earnings - a penny saved is a penny earned. 

spend a penny (British & Australian, informal)
if you say you are going to spend a penny, you mean you are going to go to the toilet. Excuse me, I must go and spend a penny. 

turn up like a bad penny (old-fashioned)
to arrive at a place or event where you are not wanted. She'll turn up again, like a bad penny, just you see. 

LUCKY IRISH PENNY SAYINGS:

"Penny, penny, bring me luck. Because I'm the one who picked you up."

"See a penny pick it up
All day long you'll have good luck
Pass it on to a friend
Then your luck will never end"

"This is my lucky penny
One I'd like to give to you
It will not only bring you luck,
but help to see you through,
those times when you feel stuck,
or just a little blue.

Whenever you feel you're in a situation,
where you just can't win,
pull out this Lucky Penny,
and make a simple wish.

With this Lucky Penny in the palm of your hand,
you will not only have good fortune,
You will have, a simple friend."

PENNY FACTS:

· U.S. Coins have an expected circulation life of 30 years. 

· The U.S. Mint produces 1040 pennies per second, which adds up to 30 million per day. This is over two-thirds of all the coins produced by the U.S. Mint. 

· It is estimated there may be 150 billion pennies in circulation. 

· Today the United States has four mints, which produce coins. These are in Philadelphia, PA; Denver, CO; San Francisco, CA; and West Point, NY. However, only Denver and Philadelphia produce coins for general circulation. The others make proofs sets and do specialty minting. 

· A "Mint Mark" near the date can identify the mint, which produced a coin. Denver stamps a "D" on the coin and Philadelphia stamps a "P" on the coin but on the penny leaves it blank. Thus a penny with no mint mark was made in Philadelphia. 

· In 1974, as a test, there were 1,579,324 Pennies made of pure Aluminum struck (produced) by the U.S. Mint. These were never circulated and most were later destroyed. 

· The original small copper cent was released in 1864. It featured an Indian Head on the front and Olive Wreath on the back. 

· The Lincoln Penny was the first U.S. Coin to feature a historic figure, The original Lincoln Head Penny was designed in 1909. This was the 100th anniversary of his birth. The original design had Lincoln on the front (obverse) and Wheat shafts on the back (reverse). In 1959 the penny was redesigned to include the Lincoln Memorial on the back. This was the 150 year anniversary of Lincoln's birthday. 

· The United States Mint estimates there are more than $140 billion pennies in circulation today. Most of them sit in jars on top of dressers, under car mats, behind couch cushions or in piggy banks. 

· Coinstar® states that there is $10.5 billion dollars worth of pennies “sitting around”. 

· The world penny record was set in June 2005 by Edmond Knowles of Alabama who cashed in 1,308,459 pennies, which was more than 4.5 tons. It took his bank’s counting machine over seven hours to process the deposit. He stored the pennies in four, 55-gallon and three, 20-gallon oil barrels. 

· Lincoln pennies made from 1909 to 1958 were designed by Victor D. Brenner. His initials, V.D.B., were on a limited quantity of the 1909 pennies making it one of the most sought after pennies for collecting. 

· On the penny, Lincoln faces to the right, while all other portraits on coins face to the left. This was not done on purpose; it was simply the choice of the coin designer. 

· Each year, the U.S. Mint produces more than 13 billion pennies. 

· The Lincoln penny was the first U.S. coin to have the motto; “In God We Trust”. 

